
About the BecA-­ILRI 
Hub
Located at and managed by ILRI in 
Nairobi, Kenya, the BecA-­ILRI Hub 
provides a common biosciences 
research platform, research-­related 
services and capacity building 
opportunities to eastern and central 
Africa and beyond. The Hub 
increases access to affordable, world-­
class research facilities, while creating 
and strengthening human resources 
in biosciences and related disciplines 
in Africa.  These activities focus on 
addressing key constraints in African 
agriculture.

The Hub is developed as one of four 
biosciences centres of excellence 
that are part of the African Union-­
New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (AU-­NEPAD) African 
Biosciences Initiative. It has been 
created under the Comprehensive 
African Agricultural Productivity 
Programme (CAADP) to service the 
needs of countries in eastern and 
central Africa. CAADP’s goal is to 
support agriculture-­led development 
that eliminates hunger and reduces 
poverty and food insecurity, 
generating agricultural growth. 

Dear  Friends,

W e  are  delighted  to  share  with  you  

the  tremendous  progress  we  have  

support   of   many   partners   and   investors  

programme   of   research,   capacity   building,  

and   research-­‐related   services.   Thank   you  

eastern  and  central  Africa  Hub  on  5  November  

guests  and  dignitaries,  as  we  are  for  others  who  have  visited  us  over  the  past  

years.

BecA in numbers for 2011

Funds raised: USD 14,109,000

Income generated USD 796,392

African research fellows: 17  from 10 
countries 
Workshops: 5 with 102 participants

Training courses: 8 with 150 participants 
and 61 trainers from 11 countries
Graduate students: 58 

Research projects: 108 

Research services provide to: 25 
African and non African countries;; 11 
international institutions
Core staff: 35

 

Institutional visits: 38 

Presentations on BecA: 70 

Seminars: 50 

Visitors to the Hub: over 1,000
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and  evolve  our  research,  research-­‐related  services,  technologies  and  capacity  

Meeting with our investors

campus  for  a  structured  discussion  to:

and  African  biosciences.

Building science capacity in Africa
A   strong   programme   in   capacity   building   through   research   and   training   is  

The Africa Biosciences Challenge Fund 

enhancing  African  biosciences  capacity  while  tackling  agricultural  constraints.  

Who funds BecA?
The Hub owes its existence 

contribution from the CIDA, the 
visionary support of the NEPAD 
Agency and the core donors of ILRI.  
CIDA has supported renovation of 
existing laboratories and construction 
of new facilities, helping us better 
accommodate the needs of the region.  
The SFSA, a long-­time supporter of 
the Hub, is providing substantial 

critical to our sustainability.  

We are also grateful for substantial 

through the BecA-­CSIRO 
Partnership, BMGF, the Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs through 
Sida, the Government of Kenya and 
many others who have supported our 
partners and students.  With the help 
of our key partners and investors, 
the Hub continues to grow as a focal 
point for the African agricultural 
biosciences research community and 
their global partners.



countries  to  raise  awareness  about  the  Hub,  helping  us  

The   research   fellowships   enable   Africans   to   acquire  

new   skills   and  work  with   the   latest   technologies,  with  

training  at  the  Hub  to  accomplish  their  research.

from   10   African   countries,   have   conducted   research  

at   the   Hub   on   diverse   and   important   areas   including  

epidemiology   of   African   swine   fever   virus
diversity   studies   of   crops,   livestock,   pathogens   and  

Ndumu  virus

adapted  banana  microsatellite  markers  to  demonstrate  

empowering  African  women  in  agricultural  sciences.  

addressing  key  agricultural  constraints  through  research.  

Graduate studies

all  funding  received.

Training courses and workshops

capacity   through   short   term   training,   workshops   and  

courses   and   workshops   in   2011.   These   courses   and  



training   on   the   various   courses.   Topics   included   the  

marker-­‐assisted   breeding,   introductory   and   advanced  

2012.  

so  far  15  have  been  published.  We  trained  a  further  22  

laboratory   training   is   complemented   with   technical  

backstopping  and  access  to  our  research-­‐related  services  

Raising awareness and institutional capacity 

building

key   laboratories   and   individuals   strategically   placed   to  

were  given  in  2011  at  other  venues,  including  workshops  

and  conferences  across  Africa  and  elsewhere.

and  research  placements  to  ensure  transferability  

technical  support.

Seminars

from   around   the   globe   to   the   research   community   in  

and   postgraduate   students   at   the   Hub.   The   speakers  

Africa.    

Sharing news on BecA alumni 
We   keep   in   touch   with   the   growing   network   of  

the   Hub  monitoring   the   overall   impact   of   their   work.  

is   now   a   postdoctoral   fellow   in   plant   breeding   at   the  

and   all   three   have   since   been   accepted   for   Australian  



of   Queensland   -­‐   Queensland  

Alliance   for   Agriculture   and  

Department   of   Employment,  

Economic   Development   and  

and  several  others.    

We   are   also   grateful   to  

number  of  Hub-­‐based  hands-­‐

on   technical   trainings   to   our  

Research activities

Africa.   These   problems   include   pests   and   diseases   of  

Africa.  

The   Hub   and   its   partners  

carry   out   a   number   of  

agricultural   improvement  

for   18   eastern   and   central  

crop,   livestock   and   related  

microbial   biosciences.    

and   students   conducted  

studied   include   banana,  

cassava,   cowpea,   enset,  

potato,   sweet   potato,  

passion   fruit,   pigeon-­‐pea,  

rice,   wheat,   sorghum,  

wildlife   include:   chicken,  

vectors,   pigs,   wild   edible  

plant  and  animal  disease  agents,  including:  viruses,  pests,  

research   programs   to   include   under-­‐researched   areas  

the   Hub   to   integrate   modern   biotechnology   into   their  

to   integrate   molecular   markers   into   their   breeding  

for  key  diseases,  and  are  being   transferred   to  users   for  

Our training workshops are having an 
impact on the quality of biosciences 
research as evidenced by the feedback from 
participants. 

Parfait Kouakou (Lecturer, University of 
Abobo Adjamé, Côte d’Ivoire) gained his 

the Introduction to Molecular Biology and 
Bioinformatics training course in 2011. He 
has returned to the Hub as an ABCF fellow 
to pursue research on cavy molecular genetic 
diversity in Côte d’Ivoire. 

Charles Diako, a researcher from Ghana who 
attended our science writing course in 2009, 
had the following to say about his experience: 

“That event will always go 
down in my memory as a timely 
and excellent program that is 
giving me better visibility in 

of the four papers I drafted at 
the workshop, I have had two 
papers published and the third 
one accepted.” 



sequencing  provision  program.

Research projects Highlights

that  address  food  security  are  supported  under  this  grant:  

the   region.   The   team   is  working   in   concert   to:   develop  

screen   germplasm   currently   in   use   by   or   of   interest   to  

technologies  to  understanding  targeted  issues  related  to  

much   needed   capacity   to   researchers   addressing   other  

of  agricultural  products.

plant   breeding   and   livestock   programs   in   sub-­‐Saharan  

overall  food  safety.

   This  

control  in  developing  countries.  This  involves  developing  

Research Services

services   to   25   African   and   non-­‐African   countries      as  

with  partners  to  contribute  to  the  re-­‐sequencing  of   the  



metagenome  sequencing,  assembly  and  analysis.  

BecA Hub Staff Expansion

are   an   indispensable   part   of   our   research   and   capacity  

providing  access  to  their  skills  for  our  African  partners.

Visitors
We  were  privileged  to  receive  over  one  thousand  visitors  

Secretary/Senior   Science   Advisor,   Embassy   of   Sweden/  



others.      There   were   also   groups   of   visitors   from   the  

conducted  at  the  Hub.  We  are  eager  to  share  our  work  

with   visitors,   many   of   whom   have   been   inspired   to  

including   African   Swine   Fever   in   the   New   Agriculturist,  

and  showcasing  our  world-­‐class  achievements  in  capacity  

.

Several  documentary  pieces  including  over  70  print  and  

radio   interviews   focused   on   our   research   partnership  

online   blog

print   coverage e-­‐mag   stories

coverage   of   the   issues   facing   African   agriculture   in   the  

security  challenge.

on  our  website.  

Moving forward

general  public  and  other  partners  from  around  the  world  

is  fuelling  our  past  and  future  success.    The  hard  work  and  

constraints  to  African  agriculture  forms  the  heart  of  the  

reliance  on  our  global  network  is  even  more  important.  

and   more   mouths   to   feed,   together   we   can   empower  

Africa  to  be  self-­‐reliant  and  a  breadbasket  for  the  world.    

use  for  the  homeland.  The  future  is  bright  for  Africa  and  

we  can  all  add  more  sparkle.  

Sincerely,

for  their  enthusiasm  and  encouragement.

widely  read  and  respected  newspapers  across  the  globe.  

http://www.new-ag.info/en/focus/focusItem.php?a=2281
http://sj.farmonline.com.au/news/state/niche/general/australia-funds-building-capacity-in-horn-of-africa/2385168.aspx
http://sj.farmonline.com.au/news/state/niche/general/australia-funds-building-capacity-in-horn-of-africa/2385168.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/telegraph/content/2011/s3356257.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/content/2011/s3369120.htm#Guinea%20Pigs%20on%20the%20BBQ
http://sj.farmonline.com.au/news/state/livestock/other/oz-research-tackles-disease-spread/2400797.aspx
http://www.ecosmagazine.com/?paper=EC11100
http://theconversation.edu.au/feeding-africa-australian-knowledge-helps-meet-a-continents-climate-change-challenges-4324
http://hub.africabiosciences.org/
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